ApRrd ved'For-‘lafse 2004/11/29 ; GIA-RDP75-00793)0200120025-¢ :

I understand from Dick Helms that you may
see President Truman in the near future and
wanted a reminder of the sequence and dates of
the appropriate directives. I trust the attached
memorandum commenting on a letter from
[ Jwill give you what you need. The occasion
for the letter was the fact that Jack was assigned
as escort to President Truman when he was in
Athens for the King s funeral and Jack specifically
asked him about his position on CIA. As you may
know, the House Rules Committee had hearings
on Joint Intelligence Committee proposals last
week, and President Truman's recent comments

were used effectively by proponents of these
proposals. You might want to give John Warner
a call so he can give you the flavor of these argu-
ments, or we would be glad to come in and bring
you this and any other material you might want.

g

Lawrence R. Houston

13 April 1964
- (DATE)

FORM NO. |0' REPLACES FORM 10-101 (47)
iV AUG S4 wH I CH MAY BE USED.
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OGT 54-0915

3 April 1964

LELIORANDUM FOR: Director of Ceniral Intelligencs

SUBIECT: Drasgident Truman'’s Comments oR Covert Action

[

1. This memoranduwm is {or Information only.

2 I Mr. Maury's letter of 19 March he guotes President
Teurman as saying that he bad set Cla up for one purpos2 and one
purpose alone, 80 the President would know what was going on in the
waorld, He insisted that this was CILA's sole rmission aad it would be
a big mistake fox us 1o get into anything else. O=n being guestioned if
iz had been contemplated at the time UlA was created that we would
undertake certain other activities of 3 strictly clandestine character,
“Ar. Truman answered with an emphatic H3o.

3. Technisally »r. Teaman is coxrect in his aiatement insciar
2g covert action is concerned. ‘When he originally established the CIG
by Executive Directive on January 22, 1245, bis sols purpose was to {ind

means of providing himasel! with objective and complete information oa
wnat was golag oa in the world and this specifically iacluded elandestine
intelligence activities by CIG. Admiral Souers undersicod this to be hia
aole funciion as coordinator of inielligence. General Vandenbers 2iso
1eld this concept, but when he asked us 10 drait legizlation we draifted
the enabling part broadly enough o support any of ihe activities which
had heen periormed by O35S, However, the National Securiiy Act of
1947 which provided the functional chatter iozr CIA was justifisd on 2a
isteilizence basis alons. It was not uniil after Admiral Hilleakoeiter
fook over o8 the firet Direcitor of Central Intelligpence under the Act thatl
vir., James Forrestal asked if CIa could undertake covert action. The
yenly was ia the affirmative, whereupon NSC 4 was issued in the iall of
1947, with President Truxan's approval, and this was the basia for the
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first covest- Om 17 June
1945 Tresident Trwman approved NSl 10/2, which was the basic charter
for covert operaticns in all fizlds of covert action from paramiiitary to
poiitical to propaganda. So, while President Truman was correct in
stating the concept with which he started, he apparently had forgoitea
that he made the decislon af Mr. Forrestal’s urging which put us into
she covert action business and that thereafter he gave it hia strong
support aa President,

Y=/

LAWRENCE R, HOUSTON
Ceneral Counsel

Distribution:
QOrig - DCI
1-ER /
2 - OGC chrono subject Intell Act
1 - DD/P w/background
OGC/LRH:mks

Added - Original returned from DCI and fwd to Mr. Dulles on 4/13/64
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; Forexgn pohcy wnll be a major campaign issue, per-é
.haps the chief one. But former President Truman urges all -
{ candidates to stay away from this issue because the verbal .

; fireworks might incite our enemies and “scare the dayn,

hghts out of our friends and allies.
. - By HARRY S. TRUMAN

> (Coprricht, 1‘26( by Ihrry 8. Trumaw;
North American Newspaper Alll-nu

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., Aug, 8. —There has been a
growing tendency in recent Presidential clections to '
Injecl partisan party politics into the condurt of for-
-elgn affairs. -

The rough and tumble game of pulchul rivalry s hardly |
:& proper platform from which to debute onel"u policy.
$ ~ There are those who tend to forget that in making fm-
pulsive statements involving our natienal security, they are
working for & third world war—an atomic war—and I suggest
that they had beiter stop and think before they get us into,
-more trouble than the world is now faced with : .

I have always malntained thal our forelgn policy shou}d_

- be a subject of the widest possible dlx(,ussion :

This, I think, is not only deslrable, but s 1mpcratlve
For in a free country the ptople expect to be fully informed ~
on cvery important aspecet of our
can prudently be revealed.

Our people have a rizhi to know what goes on ln the

: \\011d and how well we are pel[onmlng. . -

What Critics Should Know

JOURNAL AMERICAN
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“hat ﬂww Lrl”(’b do not seem to undmstand fs that?
they are not plning with every-day politics en the local
level, They are, in fact, involving themselves and this nation ’
fn something that con]d bc nmisunderstood and lead {o wcrlous
compllca(hms.

To put it another way, {f we attempt to hurl forefgn ’
policy into pmu:an politics, we will not only mislead our
Irfends and allies, but we will probably succeed in scmlng\
thr‘ nayh"hts out of them before the campaigns are over. K

What's move, this kind of reckless and Irresponsible talk
for political advantage may well incite our euemies to Xuxthcr )
mischief,

Throughout the years of my administmtlon I did my be:b
tn keep partisan politics out of our foreign relations. I did -

«0 hecause I deeply believed thei the security of the Unlted
_; * States required that the leaders of both parties in the Con-
" zvess, in the Executive and among the people, must be unltcd

in meetmg eur obligations to the outside world.

oo In the new kind of world In which we live, foreign policy

; I an cxcccdiﬁ};ly comiplex and scnsitive business. There are
| no easy answers. 'There are no quick soutions, It is a time |

“for - patience, understanding, thoughtful negotiation, and
| lom: -range planning,
“Only. the simple-minded and the ighorant are qulck

-to offer panaceas for the world’'s troubles, and who are so
vocal In thelr advice on how we ave to deal with other natlons,

Those who asplre to high office should think twice before
they rush headlong into the forelgn policy {ield without a
i ful]l comprehension of all that is invovlved.

On one occasion, while I was Pxesldent 1 tncluded in a

public statement as follows:
“As far Y am concerned, there ought to be no Democratls
' and no Republicans in the field of forel;:n policy. We are all

' . At the same time it should.be bléar even to the zealots,:
that it makes no sense whatever to lump our troubles with
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l Americans, sll citizens of the same xrcat chuhllv."
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the outside world into a charge of mismanagement against H
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Ly v B R 2 v e e aw Wt - . m .
—_— v ; A “The question In my, mind I$ this: “Is'a hi- partisan for-7:

- Minority Kept lnformed - L ‘ei'n peliey permanecntly possible? I want {o discuss it seriously ~,
-~ - ® [} - . N .

TIH' LATP SEN. VANDDNBURG N
(,qunmoncd Bi-Partisan Approach to Foreign Policy It is not possible for the Executive always to excrcise
: faultless judgment when anticlpat,mg events in the foreign .

Y, a bi-partisan basis. I have done my best to strengthcn and 5 field or when he takes steps and measures against the unclea*

" national and not a parly program.,

;‘ Acheson, not only to keep members of the minority currently ;
H informed, but to solicit their views and take them into serious ,

* foreign policy.” :
; It was the late great Sen. Arthur Vandenburg, Republican
¢ from Michigan, who so clear]y and brilliantly understood the ;
. divection In which the neW% world was moving, and who as- .

; “During the past eight years there has been a clear dis-

cr the equnliy ;
s 1A;hu§kg’ﬁ6 ; mam&gg‘ nce of aq(wo- ;
nar(v political system foce not inevitably, collide with the .
fo:c::mn:. . s aa .
; “Jence, my quoklmn. e bi partisan fnrm"n pon\ pers?
:manently possible?’ Daoes this necessity frrevecably - collide
with our two-party polmcal system (which is equally neees-

: sary)....'f,.. . .o

On another occasion, I sald:
" ofn foreign affairs you have a well charted course to fol

lmr. Our Iorcign policy has becen dnclnywd and cxrcutcd on'

0

Is This Policy Possible? j

i san approach to foreign policy be continued, as in the, main it

- Lyndon Johnson and Chairman William Fulbright..
Bi-partisan or nonparusan foreign policy was developed

. determined that the tragic history of partisan opposition to
"; the League of Nations would not be 1epcabed in the po.st-
> World War II plans for an enduring peace,- - :
; , . Who is to say what fate might have befallen the United |

partisan political bickering .as the League of Nalions be-

of the United Nations and the world’s hopes for peace, if
] we ‘had not taken a united stand in Korea? '

' nation s called upon to make many dccisions that relate -
i to other nations— some’ urgent, some critical. In that xole
* he acts and speaks for all the people, ¢

But, in & larger sense, the Executive’s task is to antiet-"!
i pate ‘developments and world trends and to pla'\ and ach .
accordingly. i

g ——

. extend this' practice. ot undisclosed inteniions of an advexsaly

‘“NMembers of both partles in and out of Congress have

{

The answer Is that it has worked and worked succcs:"..my.‘fg
Ttis, I maintain, of the greatest importance that this bi-parti- 1

B
b

_was during the two terms of the Republican Administration :
“with the support of Speaker Sam Rayburn, Majority Leader :

l
A
2
4

by the informed leaders of both politi¢al parties, who \were~

l
i
s
l
“a
I

_nations .and the free world if. we had become involved in 3

<
’
v
)

I came entangled? Who is to say what might have become ;

W

.a

&

" In foreign affairs the President who speaks for the !

i
‘.

- But he should not be harazsed in the c-\cxcne of thatd

* participated in the inner council in preparing and in actually | responsibility by partizan attacks. The Txecutive makes de-‘?

carrying out the policies of our Government. It has been a | cislons upon ‘the best {nformation available to himn.

“It will be my best purpose, as well as that of Secrelary ‘tion, to collect all information cathored by the various::

security agencics—unedited-—so that - the Prmident conld

.account im both the formulation and implementation of .our j make hls own judgments on the facts \

This is Why the CIA was sel up during 1y admmhtxa-i'

———

For this nation, there is no- tmnlnf' bﬁck for we are
on a course from which there is no returning. If we should
+_ever be so foolish or short-sighted as to revert to isolationism

sumed a leading role in the evolution of our postwar foreign .
. polley. He once observed: '

position on the part of the Exccutive to work in far more in- ~ 8nd abandon the free world to the rlesiens of their stronger’

% timate cooperation and liaison with his Constitutionalpartners “ ‘neighbors, who would have a fleld day in overrunning them

"in the Congress in respect to forcign policy. i ‘'—we will Inevitably risk a third world war,
v “The Foreign Relations Commitice, under Republican | The Presidency of the United States has evolved int,o
i control and leadership in 1947 and 1948, during a Demacratic ', the most demanding, responsible, and powerful office’ on'
! Presidency s the further proof and final exhibit. . earth. I sometimes think of il as requiring the administrative -
: *Upon at lcast 50 occasions, many of which made hlslory?
S with a magnitude in its dimensions, the Committee voted 13 !
" to 0 with a conclusiveness which permitted the Volce of Amer-
:ica Lo speak for America and not for either an administration .
j or an opposition within the Government.” :
: Sen. Vandenburg ‘was not unmindful of his contradictory "
. role as & leading Republican stecring a nonpartisan course in . Do nab stray’ fgom us In quest of trade or in pursuil of’
“support of the Administration’s forelgn policy. He once ex- - Marrow mational interests; help us keep the peace. and dao

i pressed his dilemma in & letter before a for thcoming natlonal 7.not alarm yoursclves about our internal siresses and strains.

‘election, in which he wrote in' part: .. “Thiese miseries afflict us every four ycars when we,

“ ... I have a very deep Interest In what X bt]lﬂe to bc ~ “cheose a President. We invariably recover the ‘marning after,
ﬂlc indispensable fmportance of a bi-parfisan foreign policy ! As a free and open soclety we enjoy all the prlvnlczcs and’
(and I think you wlll rcadlly admlt that I practice what X 0 anfler ﬂw difficultics that go with it ol ’

cpreach), .« Ll L h L Dil el ew .n.x-..)" Jo“Bat wd are Inexiricably commlltcd to frecdom and (n

i eur participylion in the building of a world ef free men.”; .
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genius of a Washington, the orpanijzational ability of a. Jef:
© ferson, the great human insight of a Lincoln and the tenacxty(
and courage of a Churchili=~all in qne person, T 5

In passing, T would like to make thig commrnt to our,
friends and allics evervwhere: .,

There Is No Turnmg Back ' J
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